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| ' To the Honourable — 
Houſe of Commons 


Afﬀembled in 


THE 


AND 


Humble PETITION 

Benjamin Harris, 
BOOKSELLER, 

Priſonerin the KINGS-BENCH. 
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EEEEEDT = Reget==p == ES == Hat Your Petitioner. being a Citizen of London, 
D017 Ee Lo EA Al that formerly Liv*d in Good F aſhion and Repute, 
| | Hath not only been Expoſed to the 7ndelible Ig- 
 hotniny of Standing In the Pillory , before his 
Own Henſe, near 'the Royal Exchange ; But alſo 
Confind for above Thirteen Months laft paſt, and 
ſtill continnes a Priſoner in Exceution for 500 /. 
PSTN Fine, impoſed upon him in Hillary Term, 1680. 
ne SP by the Lord Chief-Juſtice Scroggs , and the reſt 
NE DME the Judges of the Court of King's-Bench - 
THE Which Your Per:tiozer being altogether Unable 
REESE to Pay, is conſequently doom'd to as wretched 4 
CEP rey ſtate, as if he had been Condemned to the Gal- 
ies, ince, like them; his A4iſery has no Proſpect 
of Terminatings but with his Zife : And withal his diftreſſed Wife, and many 
Imocent Helpleſs Children, ſharing in the ſame Calamity , and being hereby 1inevi- 
tably reduced to Ruine, and the utmoſt Extremities. 
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And all this for 0 other Crime or Offence, {ſo much as AlleUged againſt him , 
fave only, That he did (In the way of his {rage ) cauſe to be Re-printed, and 
{ell a certain Book; Intituled, bh 


An Appeal from the Countrey to the City, for the Pre= 
ſervation of His Majeſties Perſon , Liberty , Pro 
perty, and- the Proteſtant Religion. 


In which Book, the Ozely Words excepted againſt, and charged:as Criminal in 
the Information brought againſt Your Peritzoner, and upon which he receiv*d this 
UnparallePd Judgment, are theſe, [ Speaking concerning EleCcting of Members to 
ſerye in Parliament. } Pd nome of 


« We in the Countrey bave done our Parts, in Chuſong, 
« for the Generality, Good Members to Serve in Par= 
« ſiament ; But if (as our Two laſt Parliaments 
* were;) they muſt be Diſſokved,or Prorogued, when 
* ever they come to K edreſs the Grievances of the 
* Subject, we may be Pity d, but not Blamd. If the 
*PLOT takes Effeff, C as in all Probability it 
* will _) our Parliaments are not then to be Con= 
* demned, for that their not being ſuffer d to Sit , oc= 
oo a 


And as theſe were all the Words charged, as by the 1nformation appears ; And 
that Your Pecritioner did” onely Re-print' it from and by a Printed Copy then com- 
monly Sold about Town , Publiſh*d ( as hath been offered to the Lord Chief- 
Juſtice Scroggs, to be proved ) by Fhompſon, commonly called, The. Popsſh Printer : 
So after all this Hardſtiip to” Your Per:tioner; the faid Thompſon, who firſt ſet it 
abroad; was never in the leaſt Q neſtion®d or Proſecuted for the ſame. 

Andas Your Humble Suppliant with all Gratitude acknowledgesthe abundant 
Charity and K:ndneſs of the Honourable Houſe of Commons , in the late Ever- 
Honour'd Parhament; towards him, in Repeating on his behalf the Addreſſes and 
Requeſts of that Honourable: Houſe, to His Majeſty, That He would Graciouſly. be 
pleaſed to Remit Your Petitioner*s Fine, $0.nothing in all Your Petitioner*s Trou- 
bles has more ſerſivly afflicted him than that he ſhould be ſo Unhappy, as to be 
miſrepreſented to His Majeſty, by ſome ill Men, ( ſpeaking either out. of Malice, 
or meerly on falſe unjuſt Reports ) as a Perſon of Diſloyal or Seditiows Principles, 
Your Per:r:oner being really and ſincerely a moſt Dutifyl and Aﬀettionate Honorer 
of His Majeſties Perſon and Government z Both:which he prays Almighty God, 
long to preſerve and continue. And as to the Expreſſions alledged to be ſpo- 
ken, / hat Thouſands would ſtand: by im, &c.' No ſuch words were ever utter'd 
by Your Per:tzoner ; And one of the Witneſſes, that teſtified againſt him ar his 
Tryal; has fince Publickly and Freely acknowledged before divers Witneſſes, That 
he there ſwore falſly, and askK?d Your Petitioner pardon for the ſame.- | 

Wherefore, ſince Your Petitioner” Miſery is ſoUnſupportable, and the Occaſion 
thereof, no other than as aforeſaid ; And for that in the Reſolutions of the late 
Howe of Commons, the ſaid Proceedings againſt Your Petitioner as to ſuch Ex- 

CEE  ceſſove 
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ceſſwe Fine, were declared Partial, Arvitr:zry and Iſkega! ; And becauſe Your Pe 
{itioncr Can never hop? for Liberty, but muſt czrcainly peri in this Loachſom Cox- 


finement, and his Numerous Family Beg th2ir Bread , unleſs His Majefty, at the 


Taterceſſion of You His moſt Great ard j/iſe Curcel, ſhall be Graciouſly pleaſed to 
Sens that Di/proportionate Fine, which *tis impoſlible for Your Petitioner ever to 
Raiſe. 

And ſince Your Per:tioner has been thus Ruin'd, and remains till under ſuch Se- 
verity, And that the late Parliament were pleaſed to have Your Pctirioner under 
Nomination for Printing Their FYOTES, [Though Your Peritioner did not then get 
any thing thereby, but Or-ers went wholly away with the Profit] Your Petitioner 
humbly beg3, That this Honourable Houſe would take him into Their Pjous Confi- 
deration, and Allow him Now the Priviledge of Printing te Votes of this Preſent 
Parliament at Oxford, or of the ſole Repriniins them at London, from time to time, 
or ſuch S-are therein (to ſupport himſelf and Family from Periſhing) as the Com- 
paſſioa and Wiſdom of this Honourable Houſe ſhall deem meet. 

In which Your Perztzoner aſſures himſelf he ſhall not, becauſe Confin*d, be Poſt- 
pond for the Importunities of others, who, enjoying Lzberry, cannot pretend ſo 
much Equity in their Requeſts, though they may have Opportunities of making 


greater Intereſts: For he is confident the Juſtice of ſo wiſe a Senate, will chari- 


tably extend their Favors not meerly to thoſe that ſtand Next, or are moſt Impor- 
tunate, but to ſuch as have the 205+ Need of ther. 

Or ſhould it be ſaid, That Torr Peritioner, becauſe in Priſon, cannot ſo well manage 
that Affair for the Service of the Houſe, and the Publick. Your Petitioner hopes, 
there will not appear any weight in that Objection, fince is well known, That Your 
Petitioner has, for divers Weeks together, during this Rigid Confinement , Publiſh'd 
( though with very little Encouragement of Advantage, by reaſon of the Swarms 
of Papers daily Emitted ) his /zce/gence, and diyers other Sheets, tending to Un- 
vall the Deſigns of the Pap:ſis, Advance the Proteſtant Intereſt, and Vindicate the 
Jutice and Loyalty of the Laſt Parliament; And alſo has given the World, a 
true Account of more PETITIONS, ADDRESSES and APPLIC ATIONS for 
the Sittzng of this preſent Parl;ament.than any Pretender to /ntell;zence whatſoever ; 
And therefore does not doubt. but by his Servants and Agents, he may as well ei- 
ther at Oxford or Loxdon, diſpatch the VOTES, where there is a certain Proſpect 
of Profit, as he did thoſe other things, where there has been very little private 
Advantage : But beſides, Your Petitioner being an Evidence againſt Sir Wil- 
liam Scroggs , Who ſtands Impeached of Tresſor, and other High Crimes, and 
Miſdemeanors in Parliament, ought, and may, (as he humbly conceives) on an 
Habeas Corpus (if the Honourable Houſe judge his Teſtimony material) be brought 


down, and allowed de Die iz Dzem,to Attend as long as You ſhall Sit, or till that 
Charge be Try*d. 


_ 


Your Poor Petitioner is not inſenſible of Your manifold weighty Affairs, which 
much deter*d him from zrerrupting You with this his private Concern ; But hopes 
the Diſmal Circumſtances he is under, and the Affliding Complaints of his Poor 
Wife and Children, may Excuſe the Unuſual Boldneſs of it, and prevail with ſo Chr;- 


ſtian an Aſſembly , to take Pity on Him and Them, ſo far as ?tis Jult and Rea- 
ſonable. 


And Your Petitioner ( as in Duty bound ) ſhall ever pray for Your Reſpeaive 
Saferies, the Bleſſing of God on all Tour Conſultations, an Hearty Agrec= 
ment between the K 1 NG and His good Subjects, the long Life of His 


Majeſty. the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, and our ju$t Libera 
ties and Properties, 


From my Confinement in tet - 
Kings-Bench, Mar.19, 168*.- 
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